
“I CAN BUY IT CHEAPER 
ON THE INTERNET!”

Sound familiar?  Probably yes.  Or how about “How To 
Build A Chinese Chopper”?  Probably not. Believe it or 
not these two phrases actually mean the same thing.  
Confused?  I’ll explain. 

When shopping for part(s), what is the deciding factor for 
purchasing?  Most people would say price, and that is 
probably the # 1 mistake you could make.  Let me tell you 
why.  A cheap price on a product should raise a red fl ag 
in your mind because it is a direct indication of country of 
origin. 

It’s the law, that all imported products have to be labeled 
with the country of origin.  It’s right there in front of you; 
all you have to do is read.  Even when you think you are 
“Buying American,” think again.  All the way from the 
“Genuine Harley-Davidson Parts” to the Billet Forward 
Controls you fi nd in the ads of magazines.  Read the 
packaging, the imports have no boundaries, or limits. 

“Made In Japan,” used to mean cheap, substandard 
product but not anymore.  Actually if the label says “Made 
In Japan” it is probably the best of the imports. But what 
most packages will say is “Made In Taiwan” i.e.: CHINA.  
Not that I have anything against the Chinese people, it’s 
just that I feel that we are being invaded and our economy 
is being taken over. The manufacturing jobs in the US are 
disappearing and are being replaced with “Service” type 
positions.  

When I was in the Tool & Die trade I worked at numerous 
Tool and Die shops in the area, none of which are around 
today. I can remember one shop in particular in which every 
time a new hire would start, the owner of the shop would 
look at his tools.  If there were any China micrometers 
or calipers he would say, “Do you know somebody in 
China, do you have relatives there?”  The new hire would 
always say no.  “Well you are supporting them!”  I would 
always laugh but how true it is.  We have companies that 
are closing everyday in the U.S. because we will buy an 
imported product instead of being “Made In America.” 

Don’t be fooled.  Remember the Orange County 
Choppers P.O.W. bike?  On the surface it would seem 
that it was a tribute to all the lost brothers of war.  When 
the war veterans started to cry at the end when they were 
presented with the bike, do you think they noticed that the 
motor was “Made In Korea?”  Probably not, but it’s true.  
It’s everywhere around us, just read the labels.  From 
automobiles, clothing, furniture, tools, and yes, even 
“Genuine” parts for your Harley they are being imported 
from another country.  It saddens me to think of all the 

friends and families who lost loved ones in the war(s), and 
here we are giving money to support the countries that we 
were at war with while companies are closing everyday 
here in our country.  I look at it as an “epidemic.” Our 
country is being invaded and we don’t even know it. 

So you’re patriotic are you?  Well, let’s see. Do you have an 
American fl ag?  Where was it made? Your car?  Clothes? 
Shoes?  Do you shop from motorcycle parts catalogs?  
The Internet maybe? What do you think you are buying 
anyway? Don’t be fooled, for you are only fooling yourself 
if you think you are pumping money into the economy.  
You are, in a way, but it’s not our economy that you are 
supporting.  I personally have issue with supporting other 
countries when I see production facilities closing and the 
“Mom and Pop” stores which are now a thing of the past. 

Back to bikes.  When people come into my shop (or 
call), and request a price for a bike part most are sticker 
shocked.  I don’t quote a price for the “Cheapest I Can Get 
It For.”  I quote a price for the best part made i.e.: “Made 
In America.”  I get a lot of bikes in the shop for repair for 
things like leaking fuel valves, brakes not working, front 
ends leaking, etc. Almost always the products that are 
failing are the cheap imported crap that people install on 
their bikes.  When I tell the customer that he needs a new 
starter, he states “It’s brand new!”  Well, I don’t know what 
to tell you other than that cheap imported starter that you 
found in a mail order catalog is junk and the money you 
spent on it is probably in Bin Laden’s hands right now. 

It’s creepy.  An example of this is whenever I rebuild a 
motor I always use the best “Made In America” parts.  
However, recently I happened to notice that the “Made in 
U.S.A.” high quality, high dollar pistons I am accustomed 
to using are using Taiwan wrist pins.  Says so right on 
the package.  Now I am questioning who owns the U.S. 
companies.  Just because companies have a U.S. name 
does not mean it is owned by someone in the U.S.  Also 
the high dollar U.S. ignitions I use now come with a sticker 
that says “Made in China.” 

Thank-you and ride safe. 

Questions?  Comments?  

Steve Taylor of Taylor Made V-Twins can be reached at 
810-966-4900. or e-mail at: taylormade@advnet.net.
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SHOP TALK

By Steve Taylor

So You Want To Ride 
A Trike?

Did you know that current law requires a motorcycle endorsement to legally 
ride a trike in the state of Colorado?  Some who want to ride cannot physically, 
or choose not to ride a 2-wheel motorcycle.  ABATE of Colorado Representa-
tive Don Marostica and Senator Lois Tochtrop have sponsored HB-1050.  This 
bill addresses separate licensing for trike/sidecar riders. This bill will not affect 
anyone that has a current M endorsement.  There are a number of people out 
there that have no desire to ride a motorcycle, but would ride a trike.  ABATE of 
Colorado believes that 3-wheeled motorcycles are significantly different in han-
dling dynamics and characteristics from 2-wheeled motorcycles.  In conjunction 
with this legislative effort, ABATE will be offering separate training for both the 
novice and experienced sidecarist or trike rider beginning this summer at 2 of 
our locations.  For those who choose to enjoy the sport of motorcycling on three 
wheels, we are offering this training in our current Rider Ed program.  ABATE 
will have instructors trained in the Evergreen Safety Council curriculum (Side-
car/Trike Education Program).  The course is similar to the motorcycle course. 
It is practiced in a safe, controlled environment and is designed to provide the 
rider with knowledge, confidence and 3-wheeled driving skills.  Our first S/TEP 
class will be May 16, 17 and 18.  Check out our web site for class registration 
www.abateofcolo.org. 

Terry Howard
State Coordinator

-IMPORTANT-
CHANGE IN COLORADO LAW REGARDING 
UNINSURED MOTORISTS

Attorney Wade Eldridge has alerted ABATE to a change in Colorado law con-
cerning Uninsured/Underinsured Motorists (UM/UIM) coverage. This is insur-
ance, from your own carrier, that provides a source of recovery for you if you are 
involved in a wreck caused by someone who as no insurance, or who has only 
minimal insurance. Before January 1, 2008, let’s suppose you had $100,000 
worth of UM/UIM coverage.) If you are in an accident cased by an Uninsured 
driver (and as much as 25-30% of those driving in Colorado are uninsured!) 
you can obtain up to the $100,000 (depending on your injuries) from your own 
carrier.

If the responsible party is UNDERinsured (has only $25,000 in coverage for 
example), you could obtain the $25,000 from his carrier, and $100,000 MINUS 
THE $25K FROM THE RESPONSIBLE PARTY = another $75,000 from your 
own carrier. This would give you a TOTAL of $100,000 from both insurance car-
riers. For insurance policies written or renewed after January 1, 2008, however, 
there is a change in the law. Under the same facts as above, you could obtain 
$25,000 from the carrier for the responsible party, PLUS ANOTHER $100,000 
from your own carrier, for a TOTAL of $125,000 from both carriers. However, this 
only applies to policies written or renewed after Jan 1, 2008. Wade suggests 
that everyone call their insurance agent to have their UM/UIM policies renewed, 
in order to take advantage

of this change in the law. The insurance company will give you a credit for the 
unused time remaining on your existing policy. Wade recommends that every-
one carry at $100,000 in UM/UIM coverage, because you can get it for an aver-
age of $60-$70 per year. 
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BAKER REVERSE DRIVES 
LEHMAN AHEAD   

Lehman is extremely pleased to announce an agreement has been signed with 
BAKER Drivetrain™. BAKER is internationally known for its premium drivetrain 
innovations for American-made motorcycles. The much awaited BAKER F6R 
reverse modifies the original Harley-Davidson® six-speed transmission which 
has been jointly tested by Lehman and BAKER and is exclusive to the two 
companies. Lehman trikes powered by Harley-Davidson’s® 2006-2008 Dyna 
and 2007-2008 FL and Softail are the only trikes which will be available with 
Baker reverse at this time. The reverse gear will be available for shipment to 
dealers and factory conversions during the first week of December 2007.

BAKER Drivetrain™ designed and created the BAKER OD6 (6-Speed 
Overdrive) transmission for the American V-Twin industry, which revolutionized 
the drivetrain industry. BAKER strives to retain the integrity of their design 
technologies, methods and products. They believe that their innovative 
products continue to make significant contributions to the development of 
the American motorcycle industry. Lehman and BAKER state that the new 
reverse complements the Harley-Davidson® factory 6-speed like a true Original 
Equipment option. The BAKER reverse is selected with the foot shift lever and 
a safety switch. Dealer installation of the reverse is relatively straightforward 
for those familiar with the Harley-Davidson® six-speed transmission. Dealers 
who prefer factory conversions can depend on quality installations by BAKER 
trained technicians at the Lehman assembly plant. Additionally, BAKER 
Drivetrain™ directly supports a limited three (3) year/unlimited mileage 
warranty.

Dan Patterson, President of Lehman stated, “The agreement between BAKER 
and Lehman has been in the works for sometime. The agreement has come to 
fruition and we could not be more delighted. For months, BAKER and Lehman 
have diligently worked on the reverse gear, including extensive testing by both 
companies. BAKER is an outstanding company, possessing both integrity 
and first-rate individuals in their ranks. We feel that the addition of BAKER 
Drivetrain™ to our growing list of strategic partners is good for both companies, 
as well as the industry. Once again, as ‘the trike company’ and ‘Leader of the 
Three World,’ we have added yet another ‘first’ to our ever-expanding list of 
cutting edge innovations, products and programs.”

Lehman Trikes USA, Inc.
125 Industrial Drive
Spearfish, SD 57783
www.lehmantrikes.com

Life is Great - and Funny!..Smile
Now that food has replaced sex in my life, I can’t even get into my

own pants.

I saw a woman wearing a sweatshirt with “Guess” on it. So I said “Implants?” 
She hit me.

How come we choose from just two people to run for president and over fifty 
for Miss America ?

I signed up for an exercise class and was told to wear loose-fitting clothing. If I 
HAD any loose-fitting clothing, I wouldn’t have signed up in the first place!

Why do I have to swear on the Bible in court when the Ten Commandments

cannot be displayed outside?

Why is it that our children can’t read a Bible in school, but they can in prison?

Bumper sticker of the year: “If you can read this, thank a teacher and, since 
it’s in English, thank a soldier”

And remember: life is like a roll of toilet paper. The closer it gets to the end, 
the faster it goes.

Be safe out there-the life you save may be your own
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