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COAST TO COAST. . . BIKER NEWS

Well folks, the weather is turning all over the country, and we’re all beginning 
to itch to ride, if we don’t ride all year already. Just do yourselves a favor 
and go over your bike and check things out. Change that oil and test the 
tension on the belts and drive chains. Make sure you have fresh fluids in 
the systems that use them. Take a penny and check the depth of tread 
on your tires. If you can see the top of Lincoln’s head on the upside-down 
penny in the tread, then that tire needs to be replaced. Tires oughta shine 
on the sidewalls, not on the tread. 

It’s been well known for years the insurance community would like nothing 
better than not to have to deal with motorcycles or the people that ride 
them. The problem is we aren’t going away so they make it tougher each 
year for us to get coverage for the unforeseen happenings at our events. 
Maybe I’ll bring that up at the NCOM Convention. There must be some 
way to take care of insurance without having to pay ransom to have some 
fun together. 

WORDS TO THE WISE:

From working for Sam and AIM all these years, I carry a personal 
UMBRELLA policy, which by the way isn’t that expensive. Make sure you 
have plenty of liability and UNINSURED/UNDER-INSURED (UM/UIM) 
coverage on your bikes too, and NOT just your mandatory state minimum. 
You’d hate to hurt someone and lose everything you have because they 
sued you and won, and likewise with the UM/UIM, since it protects you if 
the guy that hits you doesn’t have enough insurance to take care of your 
battered bones. Like Sam says, your OWN company then becomes your 
enemy, and you need a lawyer to wring the money out of ‘em, but at LEAST 
you’re not high and dry with a deadbeat with nothing but a minimum policy. 
Talk to your agent about it. 

And, if you have an accident, get in touch with your local AIM attorney 
FAST. DO NOT TALK TO THE OPPOSING INSURANCE COMPANY. 
Tell them you are talking to an attorney. At least, talk to a personal injury 
lawyer and get some free advice. Don’t go it alone. Insurance companies 
are in business to make money, not spend it. Can’t say that enough. It’s 
scary for me to see anyone go up against experts without sound advice 
from someone that can and will help you. Get the correct attorney. Ya don’t 
go to a gynecologist with a broken arm. Remember what we tell you when 
you sign up for your new AIM cards. AIM attorneys are there to help you. 
Get more from AIM at 1-800-531-2424. 

NEWSBITS ‘N’ PIECES:  

TRAPPED IN OREGON: This is a perfect example of the good reasons 
to take a rider course. A young man from Forest Grove, OR went out and 
bought himself a rip-roaring scooter (happened to be a HONDA CBR600) 

and promptly dumped it going too fast on a curve. The thing trapped him, 
but fortunately he was able to get to his cell phone. According to an article 
in the Forest Grove News-Times, he mistakenly gave his home address 
when asked where he was. Maybe a little stressed? He was located when 
he told the 911 dispatcher he could hear the sirens. They finally found 
him by driving around and him telling the dispatcher whether they were 
closer or not. He was Life-Flighted to a trauma center with life threatening 
injuries. Wow! What a mess. The sad part is, if he had taken a Rider 
Training course, he just might have avoided the whole tragic mess. The 
bike only had 9.7 miles on it. He could have died out there. SCARY. Take 
a class, especially if you’re a new or returning rider.

OREGON AGAIN: This time, good news. A motorcyclist was given their 
Civilian Heroism Award by the Portland Police Bureau for heroism in 
helping them apprehend a guy who was armed, fleeing, and firing shots at 
his pursuers. Greg Geist was riding by when this went down. He followed 
the suspect to an apartment and told Police where to locate him. Good on 
ya, Greg! Makes me feel good when bikers are recognized as contributing 
citizens.

AUSTRALIA: This is one of the worst government scenarios I can think of, 
and it shows inexcusable bias by public servants. 

The Queensland Police Minister Judy Spence has accused hospitals and 
charities of giving “bikie gangs” a “veneer of respectability” by accepting 
their donations from charity runs. She brands all motorcycle Clubs as 
OUTLAW GROUPS. The Australian Motorcycle Rider Association made 
the comment that all club riders were NOT in criminal gangs, and should 
not be painted with that brush.  Any way ya look at it, it’s ugly stuff down 
under.

NEVADA: ABATE of Nevada supports the helmet modification bill, SB49, 
that would allow freedom of choice to riders 18 & older. Hope it passes. 
It’s time the public understood we’re not against wearing a helmet. We just 
want freedom of choice.

DES MOINES, IOWA: Who say’s grass roots lobbying in legislatures 
doesn’t work? ABATE members killed two helmet bills this year by getting 
their butts to the capitol and talking to their legislators. They went there in 
black leather, beards, tattoos and all, and on their bikes. The key is to be 
respectful of the surroundings and the people you talk with. In my mind, if 
every motorcycle group in the country would work like that, we could run 
this country. Paying attention, putting out signs, helping our candidates 
win elections, and manning phone lines all help. Sure, donations work too, 
but labor is what shows. Iowa is one of only three states in this country 
that has no helmet law whatsoever. One legislator who kept trying to get 
a helmet law passed in Iowa did NOT get re-elected. Think about that for 
awhile.  

Keep the round side on the bottom.

Gunny, Oregon’s AIM Chief of Staff 

THE AIM/NCOM MOTORCYCLE E-NEWS SERVICE is brought to you by Aid to 
Injured Motorcyclists (A.I.M.) and the National Coalition of Motorcyclists (NCOM), and 
is sponsored by the Law Offices of Richard M. Lester. For more information, call us at 

1-(800) ON-A-BIKE or visit us on our website at http://www.ON-A-BIKE.com

 
From The 
GUNNY’S SACK

One word that can raise the hackles on the neck of any rider is “rain.” 

Though no one goes out riding just because it’s raining, you do get stuck in 

the rain at times. What can you do to improve your riding in the rain?

The first things you can do are done well ahead of the first few drops of rain. 

Much as you hate to think about it, selecting and purchasing a rainsuit is 

something that must be done. A rainsuit should serve two purposes. First, it 

should keep you dry. Second, and equally important, it should increase your 

visibility. When your evasive maneuverability is reduced by lack of traction, 

you want to be sure other drivers see you.

Maintaining all your lights also helps you to be seen in the rain. Of course, 

you keep your lights clean, but have you checked all your lights lately to see 

if any have burned out? Do you carry any spares with you? Next time you 

take your bike in for service, why not restock any spare bulbs you might be 

missing? You should stock spare fuses as well.

The other important part that needs maintaining ahead of time is your tires. 

Have you looked at them lately? If any of the wear bands are showing, it’s 

time to replace the tire. One of the major causes of hydroplaning is a worn 

tire. It’s too late to check them after the rain starts falling. The sole purpose 

of the tread design on a tire is to carry off the water, but it can’t do its job if 

you don’t allow it enough tread depth to work with.

Hydroplaning occurs when the tires are not in full contact with the road. They 

ride on a thin layer of water, and sometimes oil, on the road. Hydroplaning 

occurs frequently in light mist or drizzle. Proper tread depth and tire 

pressures, slowing down, and riding in the tracks of other vehicles all help 

reduce the chance of hydroplaning. The cessation of a slushing sound, 

or any decrease in steering or braking may indicate hydroplaning. If this 

happens, slow down without braking and avoid any sudden moves.

Plan alternate routes in case of rain. Scenic, twisty asphalt roads are a lot 

of fun when it’s dry. When the rain starts to pour, the scenery turns gray, the 

turns aren’t nearly as much fun, and the asphalt doesn’t provide the traction 

you really need. It’s time to look for an alternate route along a duller, but 

straighter, concrete road.

Once it starts raining, there are still things you can do to increase your 

safety, if not your comfort. Pull off the road as soon as you find a place to 

get out of the rain. This gives you a dry place to put on your high-visibility 

rainsuit, and more important, it puts you off the road during the most 

dangerous first fifteen minutes of rain. When the water first enters the pores 

of the road, it forces up the oil that has been collecting there. A few more 

minutes of rain will wash this oil off the road.

Though the main danger of rain is hydroplaning, increasing your following 

distance, taking curves more slowly, and increasing your scanning distance 

all help your rain riding.

Riding in the rain may never be pleasant, but it can be safer.

“Rain” 
Is A Four-Letter Word
   by Robert VaughanThe 7th annual Las Vegas BikeFest™ will be held September 27-30, 2007 

in the most famous 24-hour city, Las Vegas, Nevada.  40,000 bikers and 
enthusiasts are expected to be in attendance.  The Vendor Village at 
Cashman Center will have over 300 manufacturers, bike builders and riding 
gear and apparel vendors on display.  

Activities during Las Vegas BikeFest will include:

• Artistry in Iron, Master Builders’ Championship 
• Two Poker Runs, including a $100,000 Lucky Hand Poker Run
• Poker Walk
• Custom Bike Show
• Miss Las Vegas BikeFest Contest
• World’s Strongest Biker Competition
• Bikini Contest
• Mr. Las Vegas BikeFest Contest
• Wet T-Shirt Contest
• Arm Wrestling Competition
• Harley-Davidson Demo Rides
• Motorcycle Art Display
• Pediatric Brain Tumor Foundation’s Ride 4 Kids
• Two Motorcycle Grand Prize Giveaways
• Non-stop entertainment

After nearly two years of analysis, surveys and discussions with industry 
stakeholders, a change has been made to the date pattern for Las Vegas 
BikeFest in order to place the event during a period when temperatures are 
more conducive to traditional outdoor motorcycle rally activities.

Beginning with the 2007 event, the event dates will be two to three weeks later 
then the historic pattern in the middle of September.

The 20 year weather history for Las Vegas shows that average high 
temperatures during mid-September are 94ºF - 96ºF, and can often be over 
100ºF.  A change by two to three weeks moves Las Vegas BikeFest to a 
period when the average high temperature drops to 86ºF - 88ºF – perfect rally 
weather.

The Las Vegas BikeFest dates for the next 10 years will be:

2007: September 27 – 30
2008: October 2 – 5
2009: October 1 – 4
2010:  September 30 – October 3
2011: September 29 – October 2
2012: October 4 – 7
2013: October 3 – 6 
2014: October 2 – 5 
2015: October 1 – 4 
2016: September 29 – October 2

Las Vegas BikeFest information is available at www.LasVegasBikeFest.
com, or call toll-free 866-BIKEFEST (866-245-3337) or e-mail 
info@LasVegasBikeFest.com.
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