
Be safe out there-the life you save may be your own
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Where’s Your Aspen?

It’s September and the Aspens start turning about the second 
or third week in this month. Knowing where to go and when to 
go can be a bit tricky to say the very least. Let me guide you to 
a few of my favorite spots and give you some information that 
may help you plan your ride so you get the best viewing times 
this year.

If you live in Colorado Springs just head out through Woodland 
Park on highway 24 and head for Cripple Creek on highway 
67 where in places during the ride you can almost see forever. 
From there, back on 24, you can even scoot out to Buena Vista 
and go over Cottonwood Pass. As you come down the pass, 
which hosts some of the most Aspen laden valley’s in Colorado, 
you’ll be dwarfed by the massive Collegiate Peaks. Both of 
these places offer up amazing blazing glory.

If you live around Denver or North try this out. Head for Black 
Hawk and take 119 to Nederland and then 72 to Raymond and 
7 past Longs Peak into Estes Park. Why not take 34 out of 
Estes Park and ride over Trail Ridge Road and make a day of it. 

For you internet savvy folks you can go out to http://www.fs.fed.
us/news/fallcolors/index.shtml . This site will be up and running 
the first week of September. 

You can also call for updates at 1-800-354-4595. 

Enjoy yourself and always remember to Live, Love, Laugh and 
Ride!
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The Minnesota 
Motorcycle Safety 
Center encourages 
everyone--car drivers 
and motorcyclists--to practice these techniques to make 
motorcycling safer for everyone.

Watch aggressively for motorcycles.
• Search the traffic around you constantly and expect to see 
motorcycles. 
• Check your blind spots before changing lanes or merging, 
especially in heavy traffic. 
• Double-check traffic at intersections before you turn or pull out. 
• Motorcycles can easily be hidden in traffic. Look for a helmet 
above, tires below, or a shadow alongside a vehicle that you can’t 
see around.

Anticipate hazards that may confront the 
motorcyclist and predict how the motorcyclist may 
react to the situation.

Poor road conditions, bad weather, flying debris, oil slicks, and 
heavy traffic pose high risks for motorcyclists.

Allow a minimum two-second “space cushion” when 
following a motorcycle.

• Pick out a fixed object ahead of you. When the motorcycle 
passes the object, count off, “one thousand one, one thousand 
two.” If you haven’t passed the same object after two seconds, 
your following distance meets the two-second minimum. 
• In poor driving conditions, at higher speeds and at night, use 
a four or five-second following distance to give the motorcyclist 
more space.

Watch out when turning left.
• Most crashes between cars and motorcycles involve turning left 
at an intersection. If you are preparing to cross traffic or turn left, 
take a second look for motorcycles. 
• Because motorcycles are smaller than cars, it is harder to see 
them and more difficult to judge their approach speed in traffic.

Share the road.
• Do not drive your car in the same lane as a motorcycle. It is 
unsafe and illegal.
• Treat motorcyclists with the same respect and courtesy you 
afford to other motorists.

Observe and obey all traffic laws, signs, and signals.
• Failure to obey and yield the right-of-way can result in the death 
or serious injury of a motorcyclist. 
• Stay focused on the driving task. Inattentive driving is a major 
cause of car-motorcycle crashes. 
• Use turn signals to indicate your next move. This allows the 
motorcyclist anticipate traffic flow and find a safe lane position. 
• Remove all possible distractions that can interfere with the 
driver’s attention, and remove any objects that may block the 
driver’s view.


